
  

From the Director’s Desk 
Researcher Development Meeting  

The BDIL office facilitated two presentations by Ms Lisa Du Toit the Director of Development Partnerships 
at DST.  The first presentation held on 10 June focussed on: 
Official Development Assistance and included: 

• The role of DST,  
• Government  to Government  funding opportunities and  
• DST’s funding standard. 
The second presentation was held on the 16 July and focussed on: 
Foundations and Philanthropic Organisation with emphasis on: 

• DST’s position ,  
• What the DST would look at and  
• What type of support the DST would consider. 

Attached below, are the links to the two presentations for those who are interested:  

 Foundations and Philanthropic Organisations (FPOs) PowerPoint presentation 
 Introduction to development funding for research PowerPoint presentation  

We attended a workshop hosted by the Department of Science and Technology, titled: Exploring 
opportunities for greater cooperation and synergy in research and innovation partnerships between South 
Africa and Europe held on the 19 July 2013. 

This event was an official side event to the sixth South Africa-EU Summit. One of ESASTAP Plus' key 
objectives is to promote enhanced coordination of different South Africa-EU science and technology 
cooperation programmes and maximise synergy between them.  

For more information on the event and the various presentations by key stakeholders, click here 

 
BDIL would like to welcome and introduce a new member of staff to the office, Ms Naledi Hlalukana.  
Naledi joined the team on 1 July 2013.  She will be responsible for the administration and support of the 
office.  Welcome to the team Naledi! 
 
 
 
 
 

August 2013 

http://www.esastap.org.za/presentations


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please note that funding alerts are grouped into units. Each unit has a designated staff member to 
assist them.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE PROVIDE US WITH FEEDBACK 

We would really value your feedback on any session you feel that research or your 
research programme will benefit from.  Please e-mail us at bprince@hsrc.ac.za 

Funding Alerts 

Carla Pheiffer can be contacted on extension 2324 
DGSD 
EPD 
 
Billie-Jean Winnaar can be contacted on extension 2519 
ESD 
HSD 
RIA 
 
Michilene Meyer can be contacted on extension 8082 
HAST 
PHHSI 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Human Sciences Research Council 
Title Date Due  Funder 
The initiative “Key Issues for Research and Society” 
addresses research groups in the Humanities, Cultural 
Studies and the Social Sciences who wish to investigate 
complex topics of high significance and relevance for 
society. 

15/11/2013 VolkswagenStiftung - 
Volkswagen 
Foundation, DE 

Summary: 
 
VolkswagenStiftung invites applications for its funding initiative key issues for academia and society. 
This initiative supports research groups in the humanities, cultural studies and the social sciences who 
wish to investigate complex topics of high significance and relevance for society. Scholars should use 
resourcefulness and creativity to track down corresponding problem areas and questions and 
demonstrate the relevance and significance of a "key issue" in a comparative peer review process. A 
requirement for applying is that the project is primarily concerned with the humanities, cultural studies, 
or social sciences. However, co-applicants from science or engineering are also welcome. 
 
Research teams may consist of two to five applicants at one or several scientific institutions. In German-
international consortia, the German research institution should take the lead concerning overall project 
responsibility. 
 
Funding may cover personnel costs, equipment or running costs such as travel allowances. Funding is 
available for up to four years. 
 
For more information, click here 

Human Sciences Research Council 
Title Date Due  Funder 
Future Research Leaders – Third call for proposals 24/09/2013 ESRC 
Summary: 
 
The third call for proposals for our early careers scheme, Future Research Leaders. The Future Research 
Leaders scheme aims to support outstanding early career researchers to carry out excellent research 
and to develop all aspects of their research and knowledge exchange skills. 
 
The call is open to high-quality candidates from anywhere in the world who have a maximum of four 
years' postdoctoral experience and the support of an eligible UK research organisation. 
 
Application process 
Grants will be for a maximum of three years with an overall limit of £312,500 (at 100 per cent full 
Economic Cost). We aim to fund around 70 awards. 

Highlighted Opportunities 

http://www.volkswagenstiftung.de/en/funding/challenges-for-academia-and-society/key-issues-for-academia-and-society.html?tx_itaofundinginitiative_itaofundinginitiativekeydates%5bcontroller%5d=FundingInitiative&cHash=16f8133d244d06a981e3fe74623a2daf


  

 
For more information, click here 

http://www.esrc.ac.uk/funding-and-guidance/funding-opportunities/15938/carousel-future-research-leaders.aspx


 
 
 
 

 

Human Sciences Research Council 
Title Date Due  Funder 
South Africa / Argentina Joint Science And Technology 
Research: Call For Project Proposals (2013) 

30/08/2013 NRF 
 

Summary: 
In 2006 South Africa and Argentina signed an inter-governmental bilateral agreement on cooperation in 
the fields of science and technology to be jointly implemented and administrated by the National 
Research Foundation (NRF) in South Africa and the Ministry of Science, Technology and Productive 
Innovation in Argentina. The objective of this collaboration is to further strengthen science, technology 
and innovation between the two nations.  In terms of this agreement, we are pleased herewith to 
announce the third call for joint research project proposals between South African and Argentine 
researchers, and invite all local researchers wishing to participate to submit their proposals by the due 
date indicated below. 
Areas of Cooperation 

• Agricultural science and technology 
• Social sciences and humanities 
• Biotechnology 
• Energy 
• Space science 
Application forms for South African applicants may be downloaded electronically from the NRF 
website www.nrf.ac.za 

Human Sciences Research Council 
Title Date Due  Funder 
South Africa / Japan Joint Science And Technology 
Research Collaboration :Call For Project Proposals (2013) 

12/09/2013 NRF 
 

Summary: 
On 28 August 2003, South Africa signed an agreement on cooperation in science and technology with 
Japan, followed two years later by a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the National 
Research Foundation (NRF) and the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS). The 
implementation of the NRF/JSPS MoU led to annual cycles of joint research funding between the two 
countries. Following seven successful joint calls for proposals, between 2005 and 2012, the NRF is pleased 
to announce the eighth such call for 2013, and herewith invite all interested parties to submit their 
applications, by a date no later than that indicated. 
Areas of Cooperation 
• Humanities 
• Social Sciences 
• Natural Sciences 
Application forms for South African applicants may be downloaded electronically from the NRF 
website www.nrf.ac.za 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Highlighted Opportunities 

http://www.nrf.ac.za/
http://www.nrf.ac.za/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Economic Performance & Development 
Title Date Due  Funder 
South Africa – Norway - co-operation on Climate Change, 
the Environment and Clean Energy (SANCOOP): Call for 
proposals 

04/09/2013 
 

NRF 
 

Summary: 
 
The goal of the programme is increased collaboration between top researchers and research institutions 
in South Africa and Norway. Cutting edge research that is applicable for global policy makers in the 
environment climate change and clean energy fields, especially in multilateral fora. Its main focus is to 
strengthen, in a sustainable way, quality research and capacity building in the partner countries, both at 
institutional and individual levels.    
The main programme activity will be the funding of joint research projects between Norway and South 
Africa. Multi- and interdisciplinary research is encouraged as well as scientific complementarity between 
the South African and Norwegian Research teams. Priority will be given to projects in the following 
broadly defined thematic areas:  
 
• Climate Change 
• Environment 
• Clean Energy  

 
Applications from social scientists studying the social dimension of climate and environmental change are 
also welcomed.  The programme period is from 2013 to 2017. 
The total programme budget is approximately NOK 47 mill.  There will be only one major call for proposals 
during this period. 
 
For more information: http://www.nrf.ac.za/funding_overview.php?fid=187  
 
Title Date Due  Funder 
Request for Proposal to Develop Instruments and Policy 
Insight to Deepen Regional Industrial Development 

19/08/2013 Industrial Development 
Corporation 

Summary: 
The IDC on behalf of the Industrial Policy Support Fund (IPSF) , administered by the IDC on behalf of the 
Department of Trade and Industry (the DTI), invites service providers to submit proposals to develop 
instruments and policy insight to deepen regional industrial development. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Funding Alerts 

http://www.nrf.ac.za/funding_overview.php?fid=187


 
 
 
 
 
 

HIV/AIDS, STI’s & TB 
Title Date due Funder 

Request for Proposals HIV Prevention, Treatment, Care 
and Support in Prison Settings in Sub Saharan Africa 

13/09/2013 United Nations Office  
on Drugs and Crime 

Summary: 
The United Nations Office  on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) is requesting proposals from international 
institutions to support its efforts aiming at HIV Prevention, Treatment, Care and Support in Prison 
Settings in sub-Saharan Africa. 
 
For More Information, click here 
 

HIV/AIDS, STI’s & TB 
Title Date due Funder 

Grants for Southern Africa Various Ford Foundation 

Summary: 
The Ford Foundation invites proposals for its grants programme in Southern Africa. Grants support 
innovative thinkers, leaders and organisations that work to reduce socioeconomic inequalities and 
HIV/Aids vulnerabilities in the region of Southern Africa. Funding is available in the following areas: 

• promoting transparent, effective and accountable government; 
• reducing HIV/Aids discrimination and exclusion; 
• advancing economic and social rights; 
• building economic security over a lifetime; 
• expanding livelihood opportunities for poor households; 
• advancing higher education access and success; 
• youth sexuality, reproductive health and rights. 

For More Information: http://www.fordfoundation.org/regions/southern-africa.   
 

HIV/AIDS, STI’s & TB 
Title Date due Funder 
Fondation Mérieux's grants programme 01/09/2013 Mérieux's Foundation 

Summary: 
Fondation Mérieux's grants programme contributes towards financing projects that aim to improve the 
prevention, diagnosis and treatment of infectious diseases. The projects including as beneficiaries 
mothers and children will be given priority. 
Fondation Mérieux's grants programme is open to the projects of private individuals, organizations or 
associations, provided that they are long-term and incorporate local health. 
For more information: http://www.fondation-merieux.org/grants-programme.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Funding Alerts 

Funding Alerts 

http://procurement-notices.undp.org/view_notice.cfm?notice_id=12162
http://www.fordfoundation.org/regions/southern-africa
http://www.fondation-merieux.org/grants-programme


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Title Date due Funder 

Drug abuse aspects of HIV/Aids 
(R01)  

07/09/2013  NIH  

Summary: 
The National Institute on Drug Abuse invites applications for its drug abuse aspects of HIV/Aids (R01) 
programme. This R01 funding opportunity announcement seeks to examine the drug abuse aspects of 
HIV/Aids, including research on drug-related risk behaviours, addiction and HIV disease, and drug use and 
HIV-related co-morbidities and consequences. Applications are needed for the following areas: 
• to identify and predict changes in the epidemiology of HIV/Aids among the following groups among 

injection and non-injection drug users and among their sexual partners; 
• to develop and test interventions for primary and secondary HIV prevention, including drug treatment 

interventions; 
• to improve HIV testing, counselling and treatment services for those living with HIV/Aids; 
• to address basic mechanisms involved in HIV infection and Aids pathogenesis in the context of drug 

abuse and addiction. 
For more Information: http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-12-293.html.  
 
Title  Date due  Funder  

Request for Applications (RFA) 674-
13-000006: Communities Forward- 
A Community-Based Comprehensive 
HIV Prevention, Counseling and 
Testing Program to Reduce HIV 
Incidence 

08/08/2013  USAID  

Summary: 
 
The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) Mission to Southern Africa, is seeking 
applications from South African organizations interested in implementing a five-year Community-Based 
Comprehensive Prevention and HIV Counseling and Testing program entitled Communities Forward in 
order to reduce HIV incidence, as fully described in this Request for Applications (RFA). 
 
For more information, click here 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-12-293.html
http://apply07.grants.gov/apply/GetGrantFromFedgrants;jsessionid=K87GRDlG5lvJyqxJvq1nsshVvGDZTcbfrLyBGWs8bnwL8PtKk8x4!-667226062?opportunity=RFA-674-13-000006&agencycode=USAID-SAF


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Research Use and Impact Assessment 
Title Date due Funder 
Evidence-informed policy making small grants 
for research 

Various International Network for 
the Availability of 
Scientific Publications, 
GB 

Summary: 
The International Network for the Availability of Scientific Publications invites applications for its evidence-
informed policy making small grants for research. Grants support research which deepens our 
understanding of the evidence-informed policy making process in low and middle income countries. 
Researchers in low and middle income countries are eligible to apply. Individuals based in INASP partner 
countries are particularly encouraged to apply. Grants are worth up to $5,000.  For more information 
go here.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Funding Alerts 

http://www.research-africa.net/funding/funder/1079721/
http://www.research-africa.net/funding/funder/1079721/
http://www.research-africa.net/funding/funder/1079721/
http://www.research-africa.net/funding/funder/1079721/
http://www.inasp.info/file/b9ba352ea3b1516f931be58b66f912d9/perii-eipm.html


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Unit Submission 

DGSD • Department of Justice and Constitutional Development: 
- Assessment Of The Impact Of The Decisions Of The 

Constitutional Court And The Supreme Court Of Appeal For A 
Period Of 18 Months 

HSD • UNICEF: 
- Develop a National Early Childhood Development Policy 
- Develop a National Early Comprehensive Early 

Childhood Development Programme 

Success Stories 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unit Submission Date 

HSD • PACTSA: Baseline Assessment Of Nacosa’s 
Orphans And Vulnerable Children Community 
Systems Strengthening Project 

5 July 2013 

HAST and HSD • British Research Links 14 July 2013 

DGSD/EPD/HSD/HAST • Department of Performance, Monitoring and 
Evaluation: PSPPD II 

16 July 2013 

PHHSI • Department of Social Development: Audit Of 
Programmes For Children In Child And Youth 
Care Centres 

30 July 2013 

DGSD • Department of Performance, Monitoring and 
Evaluation: State and Use for Monitoring and 
Evaluation 

30 July 2013 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Submissions 

July 2013 



ESRC-DFID 
JOINT 

FUND FOR POVERTY ALLEVIATION RESEARCH: RESEARCH PROGRAMME CALL 2013 
UK issues poverty research calls  
The ESRC and DFID are pleased to announce a call for three large and exciting Research Programmes of 
work under Phase 3 of the ESRC-DFID Joint Fund for Poverty Alleviation Research. The deadline for 
applications will be 10th September 2013. 
 
For more information, please see: http://www.esrc.ac.uk/funding-and-guidance/funding-
opportunities/26207/esrc-dfid-poverty-alleviation-pre-call-announcement.aspx.  
   
The aim is to provide funding for new research on critical but relatively under-researched themes.   The 
Research Programmes will undertake work in three areas: 
 

• Disability, Inequality and Poverty  
Funding is available for one Research Programme of work of up to £2 million under this stream.  
Researchers will be invited to develop programme proposals which will provide insights into the 
specific barriers to inclusion facing disabled people in low income country settings, access to health 
care, education, social protection and labour market services, and to consider how these barriers 
can be overcome in sustainable and cost-effective ways. 

 
• Poverty in Urban Spaces 

Funding is available for one Research Programme of work of up to £2 million under this stream.  
Researchers will be invited to develop programme proposals which will examine how urban spaces 
are changing and the emerging challenges for tackling urban poverty reduction.  This will include an 
understanding of towns and peri-urban areas and work on new interventions that can tackle urban 
poverty at scale in low income countries. 
 

• Urbanisation and Risk in Africa 
Funding is available for one Research Programme of work up to £3.3 million to address evidence 
gaps around urbanisation and risk in an African context.  Researchers applying under this stream 
will be invited to develop programme proposals which will map and measure the different 
dimensions of risk in urban Africa and produce policy-relevant evidence that can inform efforts by 
national, regional and municipal/city governments, multilateral agencies, NGOs and humanitarian 
donors to build urban resilience and manage risk and uncertainty. 

  
Further Information 
The call is open to UK and non-UK researchers. All three programmes will last for a maximum of three 
years.  
  
If you have any questions about this competition please contact dfid@esrc.ac.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.esrc.ac.uk/funding-and-guidance/funding-opportunities/26207/esrc-dfid-poverty-alleviation-pre-call-announcement.aspx
http://www.esrc.ac.uk/funding-and-guidance/funding-opportunities/26207/esrc-dfid-poverty-alleviation-pre-call-announcement.aspx
mailto:dfid@esrc.ac.uk


Wellcome Trust launches health 
grant 
 
A new Wellcome Trust grant that will fund projects researching 
ways of reducing risks to human health is open to Africans. 
 
 
 
 

 
The UK’s largest medical charity launched the Sustaining health grant on 11 July.  
 
Ted Bianco, acting director of the Wellcome Trust, says the grant will fund projects that seek to find ways of 
maintaining healthy populations in the face of urbanisation, climate change and growing populations. 
 
"Understanding the factors that influence lifestyle decisions and human behaviour at the individual and 
population level are crucial for achieving this goal, to improve public health for today and tomorrow,” 
Bianco says. 
 
African researchers will need to create consortia comprising of counterparts in different disciplines to 
access grants worth £250,000 (US$384,000), says Sarah Molton, a senior business analyst at the Trust. 
 
The grants will fund projects focusing on behaviour change, global nutrition, health impacts of climate 
change and ecological public health for two years. 
 
Researchers can email their concept notes to sustaininghealth@wellcome.ac.uk by 27 August. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

ESD 
The RGK Foundation 

HAST 
FirstRand Foundation 

DGSD 
Charles Mott Foundation 

RGK Foundation is an independent foundation 
established in 1966 by Ronya and George 
Kozmetsky. For many years, the Foundation's 
primary focus was medical and educational 
research without geographic restriction. Projects 
supported in earlier years included studies in 
several areas of national and international 
concern including health, corporate governance, 
energy, economic analysis, and technology 
transfer. The Foundation also sponsored 
conferences that enhanced information exchange 
and developed linkages among business, 
academia, community, and government. 

RGK Foundation awards grants in the broad areas 
of  
• Education, 
• Community, and  
• Health/Medicine 

The Foundation's primary interests within 
Education include programs that focus on formal 
K-12 education (particularly mathematics, science 
and reading), teacher development, literacy, and 
higher education. 

Within Community, the Foundation supports a 
broad range of human services, community 
improvement, abuse prevention, and youth 
development programs. Human service programs 
of particular interest to the Foundation include 
children and family services, early childhood 
development, and parenting education. The 
Foundation supports a variety of Community 
Improvement programs including those that 
enhance non-profit management and promote 
philanthropy and voluntarism. Youth development 
programs supported by the Foundation typically 
include after-school educational enrichment 
programs that supplement and enhance formal 
education systems to increase the chances for 
successful outcomes in school and life. The 
Foundation is also interested in programs that 
attract female and minority students into the 
fields of mathematics, science, and technology. 

The Foundation's current interests in the area of 
Health/Medicine include programs that promote 
the health and well-being of children, programs 
that promote access to health services, and 
Foundation-initiated programs focusing on ALS. 

Although there are no geographic restrictions to 
the Foundation's grantmaking program, the 
Foundation no longer accepts unsolicited requests 
for international agencies or programs. While the 
Foundation occasionally awards grants for 
operating expenses, capital campaigns, 
endowments, and international projects, such 
grants are infrequent and usually initiated by the 
Foundation. Multiyear grants are rare; most 
grants are awarded for a one-year period. 
 
For more information on the RGK Foundation 
click here 
 

The FirstRand foundation is one of the largest 
corporate givers in South Africa, and a leader 
in CSI in the financial services sector. 
Established in 1998 as a stand-alone legal 
entity, the foundation has invested more than 
R765 million in corporate social investment 
projects, enriching and uplifting the lives of 
many thousands of people in need across 
South Africa. 

Focus areas 
Programmes are separately supported by each 
of the FirstRand Group's businesses. The 
programmes and focus areas are:  

HIV/Aids: the hospice sector offers palliative 
care and support to those predominately 
affected by the HIV/Aids pandemic (FNB 
Fund);• Agricultural livelihood interventions: 
financial support goes towards effective, 
sustainable and local initiatives focused on 
community development through food  
security projects that are in harmony with the 
natural environment (WesBank Fund) 

Education: the main areas of focus are maths, 
early childhood development and a 
programme offering bursaries to financially 
disadvantaged learners (FNB Fund, RMB Fund, 
FirstRand Fund);  

Arts, culture and heritage: this programme 
supports the enhancement of South African 
cultural activities, especially music, dance and 
preserving our heritage; 

Environment: the Foundation continues to 
support conservation initiatives and 
environmental awareness programmes (RMB 
Fund); and Community care: the focus of this 
sector includes substance abuse, emergency 
relief, disability and the youth (FNB Fund, 
Wesbank); 

Health and HIV/Aids Sector 
Tshikululu’s (the administrators of the 
foundation) health sector supports a holistic 
approach when addressing health and 
HIV/Aids issues.  In partnership with our 
clients, we have championed a range of health 
care-related interventions from primary 
health care to tertiary levels of care, and have 
promoted prevention, care, and support for 
people affected and infected by HIV/Aids. 
Health and HIV/Aids programmes are aligned 
with our clients’ objectives and, importantly, 
with government policy. 

 For more information on the Firstrand 
Foundation click 
here: http://www.firstrand.co.za/csi/Pages/CS
I.aspx  

The Charles Stewart Mott Foundation 
affirms its founder’s vision of a world in 
which each of us is in partnership with the 
rest of the human race — where each 
individual’s quality of life is connected to 
the well-being of the community, both 
locally and globally. - See more at: 
http://www.mott.org/about/OurOrganizatio
n/ourvision#sthash.0fA8eptM.dpuf 
 
What we fund 
The Mott Foundation makes grants in the 
U.S. and, on a limited geographic basis, 
internationally. Grants outside the U.S. are 
made only in the Civil Society and 
Environment programs. 
All prospective applicants should review the 
mission, program areas, geographic range 
and available funding for the Foundation's 
programs before making initial contact. 
 
Our grantmaking is carried out in three 
ways: 
• We request proposals from organizations 

with which we have been in contact.  
• We send out occasional requests for 

proposals (RFPs) that address a specific 
issue or area of interest.  

• We accept unsolicited requests for 
projects that fall within our program 
priorities and guidelines. 

 
Letters of Inquiry 
As noted earlier, we strongly prefer that 
unsolicited requests be made through 
Letters of Inquiry. The letter should 
describe the purpose and objectives of the 
project, general methodology and total cost 
of the project. A letter of inquiry enables 
the Foundation program staff to determine 
the relevance of the proposed project to 
the Foundation's programs and to provide 
advice on whether to submit a full proposal. 
 
When to apply 
Proposals should be submitted to the 
Foundation at least four months before the 
start of the proposed grant period. 
 
For more information the Charles Mott 
Foundation click here 

 

Showcase 

http://www.rgkfoundation.org/public/guidelines
http://www.firstrand.co.za/csi/Pages/CSI.aspx
http://www.firstrand.co.za/csi/Pages/CSI.aspx
http://www.mott.org/grantsandguidelines/ForGrantseekers/appprocedures#section1

